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CONSIDER'D. 
I'N. A 


DISCOURSE! 
Upon Dan. 12. 3. 
Preached at St. Paul's, at the Ordination 


of ſome Proteftant Miſhonaries ro be ſent into the 
Plantations; 


To which is Prefix, 
(4 General Viem of the Engliſh Colonies zz» America, wth reſpett to 
Religion; in order to ſhew what Proviſion is wanting for the Pro- 
pagation of Chriitianity iz thoſe Parts, 
Together with Propoſals for the Promoting the ſame : And to induce 
fach of the Clergy of this Kingdom, as are Perſons of Sobriety and 
Abilities to accept of a Miffion. 


And to which is ſubjoin'd 
The Author's Circular Letter lately ſent to the Clergy there, | 
—_ n fi 
By Thomas 1B2ay, D. D. 


| LONDON, 
Printed by E. Hott for William Hawes, at the Sign of the Roſe 
in Ludgate-Street, 1909. 


—_ 


0 


Y 


T0. THE 


FRANCIS, 


Lord GUEFL FORD. 


"A y Lord, 


\ Edications gre then leaſt hable to in 
E: xception, wheii they are interded* mers 
| ly for Grate nl Acknowledomients, 4nd 
if ever fuch are due to any, ſurely they 
muſt be doubly {2 to one, who has Buoyd 
up a Deſign more dear to toe FOR tor than bis Life and 
Fortune, Lond bimſelf, from flaking under the Weight and 
Burden of i it, This, my Lord, has been one Inſtance of Your 
Lordſhip's (b riſtion Charity and Greatneſs of FAmd, 
among 51 thoſe many 9:hers which render you ſo Great an 
Ornament 4 our Englith Nobility, and fo much the 
Growing Hopes of, our Nation. Tou have lookd upon 
a 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


a Deſien of Raiſing Libraries in America, as the 
Building of ſo many Fortreſſes, and Batteries, from 
Whence to ſtorm the Kingdom of Darkneſs, and a laying 
up inexhauſtible Magaziies of Proviſion and Armour 
to maintain the War, till it be quite deſtroyd ; and, like 
a true Chriftian Hero, have put yourſelf at the Head of 
thoſe worthy Gentlemen, Who have Lifted themſelves. in 
the Service, and who undertake, as well at" their own 
Charge, as by the Contributions of others, to-maintain 
and carry on the War. 

And now, my Lord, having not ouly found. fo great 
a General for our Cauſe, but ſuch Noble Supplies com- 
ing in to our Aſſiſtance, ſince your Lordſhip beaded it, I 
ſhall haſten with all the Expedition poſſible, with the 
Happy. News to the American Strand ; »hze, 
if our Herbert proves a Prophet, your Name will- be 
ever Sweet and Glorious : And where there-ſhall be' no 
Endeavours wanting to make it jo, which may.» be, inthe 
Power of him, who is, 


My Lord, 


Tour Lordſhip's moſt Oblig*d, 
Maſt Obedient, 
Humble Servant, 


Tho.. Bray, 
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A GENERAL VIEW 
OF THE 


r ngelich Colonis mn AMERICA 
With Reſpect to 


RELIGION. 


In order to ſhew what Proviſion is wanting for 
the Propagation of Chriſtianity in Thoſe Parts, 


| (olomes. 'Pariſhes & Churches Miniſters. |Libraries 


I. |Ner-f:md-l ad! 

dath 5 o; 6 Englit Sets! 

tlements, whercin arc; | 

| ner 5© e B+ zmilic. con-4 

ſtantiy upen tne 111 nd," 

betides tie great Nee wy 
bets of Ships «nd Ser 


men, who pur in ar 


Filling Seatons 


nl Wy ew England. Well provided for the 
Propagation of Rell- 
g10n 1n the [:dependent 
Way , having 110 
; Churches , together) 
with an Univerlity; as} 
| allo a Fund for the 
| Propagation of the 
| 

| 


| Faith among{ the Na- 
| tive Indians, | 

| There is alſo 1 Church: Miniſter,]: Library, 
| at Buſton after the Church Aſſiſtant. 

of England Form. 


A 2 Colomes 


Colonies. 


HI.' New-Tork. 


V. 
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Pariſhes 8& ( burches 


1 Church in the Fort, 


1 Church-in the City, 


12 Dutch Churches. 


t French Church. 


| I. Long-Iſland. 


, 

4 A yopvors Colony belong» 
| 1'g © the Gov: rnment of 
| Nea-Tork, having in the 
; Faſl-parc 10 Engliſt- 
| Toxns, wherein are com» 
pured above 859 Fami- 


3 C hurches, 


Miniſters 


t Miniſter 
in theForr, 
{ Viniſter 
in theCity 
2 Dutch 

Miniſters 
t French 

Miniſter, 


Not 1Church; 
'of England 

Miniſter, tho' 
much defir*'d 
in the Eng iff 


:i*s; and in the Weſt 
fare 9 Dutch - Towns, 
wherein are vpWards of 
$98 Familice. 


2, Albany, 


A large City ,! 
conliſting of | 
400 Familics, | 
bordering up- 
on the [ndians, 
and belonging 
tro the Go- 
vernment of 
New York. 


| Penſylvania. 


Eaſt 
New {erſey 
We 


[1 


| 

1 Church in the Fort for the! 

Garriſon, conliſting of two 

Foot-Companics, and the 

Engliſh Inhabitants of the 
Town 


1 Dutch Church, 
1 French Church. 


1 Swediſh Church, 


In Eaſt-Ferſey there are 8 
Towns, no Church, 


in this Province there- are 
alſo ſeveral Towns. 
Church at Fhiladel- 
plia , having a conli- 
derable Number oft 
Church of England Pro- 


— 


teſtants. 


Part, 
3 Ditch Mi 


Miniſter, 


going over 


niſters in the, 
Welt part. 


| 
| 


i Dutch 
Miniſter, 

t French 
Minitter. 

I Swedi(n 


1 Miniſter 


1 Miniſter. 
1 School- 
Maſter. 


Libraries 


1 Library. 


A Library 
begun, 


it Library, 


Calonies. 
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( olonies. Foun & Churches.|Mmiſters, 


VII. |Mary-Lana, 30 Pariſhes, but meanly; 16 Mint- 116 Libra- 
; Endow'd, the Country; ſters. ries. 
i being but lately divi-; 
: ded into Pariſhes, and 
; the Churches but lately 
| butit, to the great 
| Charge of the preſent 
; Governour Colonel Ni- 
| cholſon, and the Coun- 
try. 


Libraries. 


[ 
Viroinia. 50 Pariſhes, with 100 39 al 
VIIh "v2 | Churches and Chapels. | 275. 
| /There is alſo a Noble 
| College now Ered&ed, 
| and Endowed by His 
| preſent Majeſty and the, 
late Queen; and car- 
ry'd on from the firſt 
Foundation with the 
great Charge, Applica-! 
tion, and Management of 
C olonel Nicholſon, and 
the other Truſtees and 
* Governours thereof, 


— — 


| 
IX, j/North = | 
| Carolina. Church lately built at;! Minitter |1 Library, 


%X ISouth Charles-Town, going over, 


XI .\Bermmuaas. |; Tribes or Pariſhes, wherein'3 Miniſters.'3 Libraries: 
are 9 Churches and near 1000 


XII. Bihama Families. 
Iſlands, viz. 
1. Providence. {Has 80 Families with 1/1 Miniſter, 
Church lately built. 

2. Elentheria. |Has about 20 Families. 


Colones... 
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Colonies. |Pariſhes 8 Churches. Mmiſters. |Libraries. 
3. Amndros. \Has ſeveral Families. 


þ 


' 
XII. Jamaica. 15 Pariſh-Churches. '$ Miniſters,|2 Likoarin 
| egun, 


Eng'sjh upon it, but not able 
of theralelves, to buai'd a 
Church, noc maintain a Mi-| 


niſter. | 


SY. Chrifto-6 Pariſh-Churches. 
| phers 

XVI. [A1atcor. 15 Churches. 

XVII !Mevis, |; Parifh-Churches. 


XVIIE Mo»ſerra!.j3 Pariſh-Churches. 


XIV. Auvnill, | poor Lland, having feveral 


# 


-_ 


liniſter, i Library 


begun, 


'S.l1 Library 


[ 
begun, 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


3 Miniſters 11 Library 
| begun. 
3 Miniſters. 


XIX. |Barbados, 14 Pariih-Churches. 
XX, |Sr. Vin- 
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14 Mint- 
iters, 


—— 


1. By what goes before it may appear, That feveral of our 
Colontes do want Churches and Parifhes,and thar one [141i 
at lcait of rhe Pariſhes want Minitters. 


2. By Experience, as well as the Reaſon of che Thing, Pm 
convinc'd, "That 1007. laid our m a LIBRARY, is 
what will beit induce a Learned and Sober Miniſter to g0 
into the Service of any part of rhe Church in the Planta- 
tions; And that the fame 1s a neceſſary Encouragement, 
conſidering that few Men of Fortunes, who are able to 
| purchaſe 


Þ a 


purchaſe Books for themſelves, will go into ſuch re- 
mote Parts, 


3. By what goes before it may alſo appear, That meerly 
the ſettling of LIBRARIES iathe ſeveral Pa- 
riſhes of each Province will require a very conſidera- 
ble Fund, Fifty Pounds worth of Books being the 
leaſt that can be ſuppos'd requiſite to enable a Mini- 
{ter to diſcharge the Duties of his Function, Beſides 
that, in the the Chief 'Town in each Province it would 
be requiſite to have a Library of more Univerſal 
Learning, for the Service and Encouragement of thoſe 
who ſhall lanch out farther in the purſuit of Uſeful 
Knowledge, as well Natural as Divine. 


4. Beſides LIBRARTES of Neccflary Books in 
Divinity, for the Uſe ot the Clergy, it will be requi- 
ficc, in order to propagate Chriſtian Faith and Man- 
ners, £9 turniſh the retpcAive Miniiters with ſome 
Numbers of Pibles, Catecluſms, Common-Prayers, 
and other Practical and Devotional Pieces, to diitri- 
bute gratzs, elpeciailyin poorer Families, 


5. It will be farther requiſite to have tree Schoolsereted 
at leaſtwiie one in every County, tor the Education 
of their Ciiildren : and it would 1n a more eſpecial 
manner, become the Profeſſors of fo Excellent a Reli- 
J10N as Ours, to have a Proviſion made in one or two 

Schools art leaitwiſe,ia every Province,for the Inftrufti- 
on of half a dozen 144: Youth, to be ſent atterwards 
among(t their own People, to civilize and convert 
them. 

'Thus, in ihjorr, I have endeavour'd to give a General 

/jew of the State of the Plartations, with reſpect to Relt- 

2108, 
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2io0n, and to hint at what is wanting'to promoteit: And 
irom this very ſlender View how eaſie is it to ſee, and 
with what Indignation can we behold, how man yEzgliſh 
Colonies there are,theTrade'ot one whereof is ſometimes 
computed to be worth 500000 /. per Annum to this Na- 
tion, in which there is no Church, nor Preacher, nor 
Pablick Worſhip, nor Sacraments adminiſtred. The 11:- 
hometan does not (o little regard his falſe Propher, He nv 
ſooner gains any new Province, but he walls ns Moſchs, 
and places the Creſcent upon the top of them, to intimate 
that his Religion ſhall increaſe, or it is not his fault. And 
the Papifts, we do weil know, ſpare no Colt in ſending 
their Myfzons into all the parts of the known World. And 
it is very worthy our Notice, that the Dutch Eaſt-Ind:. 
Company do Yearly expend, and that with great Suc- 
ceſs, 15000/. per Anaum inthe Eaft-Indies alon2, tor the 
Maintaining and Propagating the Chrittian Faith. Aud 
now, that to little ſhould be done, fo much as to pre- 
ſerve in Being that Pzre and VadefiPd Religion which we 
profeſs, even in thoſe Colonies of Ey2/;/ Men, from 
whence the whole Kingdom has been io much Enricl'd, 
as well the Gentleman, by the Advance of his Kex's, as 
the Merchant, by the Increaſe of his Stores, and the 1e- 
chanick, by the Vending of his Manafactares, is cruly an 
amazing, as well asa melancholy Contideration to ttyl 
as have any truc Love to God, or the Souls of Men. 

Burt, alas! how few are there among!t us who do in 
the lealt reflect upon, or at all value che ine/{timabic 
Advantages which, above the relt of the World, rh&y 
enjoy by being Chriſtians ? Ir 1s now an indifferent 
thing with many what Religion Mankind is cf; fo that, 
according to thoſe Men, the Son of God did in vain de- 
ſ:end from Heaven ; and that grand Diſpenfation of the 
Goſpel,and that Myſtery of our Redemprion, the Wit- 

dom 
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dom and Goodneſs of which the Bleſſed Angels do with 
Admiration adore, was to little purpoſe, and might have 
been as well ſpar*d, for that the Heathens are in as good 
a Condition as we, Nay, Chrift Crucifyd is now be- 
come, as well as formerly, to ſome, a Stumbline-Blocr , 
to many, Fooliſhneſs, even the Subject of their Ridicute 
and Raillery. And theſe cannot but be look'd upon 
as Ominous preſages of ſome heavy Judgments upon us ; 
for as an ingenious Perſon doth fingularly well obſerve, 
Whenever a Country loſes that Reverence that is due to, Reli- 
£403, aud the Laws, we may ſafely pronounce that its Rauime 
i not very diſtant. 

And as Contempt of Religion and the Laws ts a ſure mark 
of a declining Nation; ſo new Colonies and Socteties of Men 
muſt ſoon fall to pieces, and awinale to nothing, Wie of the 
unleſs therr Governours and Magiſtrates inter- Trade of 
poſe, to ſeaſon betimes the Minds of ſuch a new Eng. Part 
People with a ſenſe of Religion, and with good _—_ 
ana vertuous Principles. 

Theſe are Sentiments, I know, quite different trom 
the Politicks of ſome Men, But thole who heartily be- 
lieve God and his Providence, are firmly perſwaded, 
that the Happineſs and Well-being of any People does 
advance or decline, 1n proportion to the Supports that 
are given, and the Regards that are paid to 7rwe Rel:- 
2100. 

And I muſt with Gratitude acknowledge, that ſome 
ſuch Ihave met with in the Proſecution ot this Deſign, 
which I have engaged in, tor the P/antations, or elſe the 
Expence, as well as the Fatigue, had been wholly in- 
ſupportable. Bur as what has been hitherto done, does 
but let me into the View of fo much more, which is ſtill 
wanting to Propagate and Maintain Chrittianity in 
thoſe Parts, 1o after that my Expectations of a more 

B Publick 
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Publick Proviſion for this great Work have fail'd me, T 
mult again renew my Applications to ſuch Pious Perſons 
who have a juſt Value of the Worth of their own, and 
others Souls, And it the following Diſcourſe upon the 
Nature and Excellency of this kind of Charity above 
all others, ſhall contribute any thing to promote the 
Defign, I ſhall obtain an End, to accompliſh which I 
could be content to ſacrifice my Life, with the Re- 
mainder of my ſmall Fortunes; and thoſe worthy Per- 
fons will doubtleſs find it upon their Accompt, when to 
be tound a good: Steward, to the Honour and Glory of 
God, of the Talents which He has given, will afford 
them thoſe ſuperlative Degrees of Joy, which are be- 
yond the Imagination of us here below to conceive, and 


which therefore the following Diſcour/e does not pretend 
io muchas to ſhadow. 


D AN: 
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PROPOSALS 


For the Encouragement and Promoting of Relir 
ion and Learning in the Foreign Plantations ; 
and to Induce ſuch of the Clergy of this King- 
dom, as are Perions of Sobriety and Abilities 
to accept of a Miſſion into thoſe Parts. 


<h— 


HEREAS the Propagation of the Chriſtian Faith, 
and the Iicreaſe of Divine Knowledge, amongſt all 
forts of Perſons in His Majeſty's Foreign Plantations, are 
the Wiſhes, Deſires, and Prayers, of all Pious and Serious 
Chriſtians, and ſuch as are zealous of God's Glory, and the 
Salvation of Mes Souls, AND WHEREAS that Bleſſed 
Work, next under God, aoes principally depend upon the Abi- 
lities of the Cleroy in thoſe Parts, the Exemplarineſs of their 
Lives, and their Induſtry in T eachins others; WHEREAS 
ALSO the Clergy, that are already in the Plantations, as well 
as thoſe who are to be ſent thither, cannot (Humanly ſpeaking) 
be ſo capable of Informing themſelves, and of Inſtruttiag others 
in the deſign of ('hriſtianity, iz the Nature of the Covenant 
of Grace, in the Meaning and Importance of the Articles 0 
our moſt Holy Faith, and in the Nature and Extent of all 
Chriflian Daties, withost the Aſſiſt ance of ſome good Come 
mentators upon the I !9'y Scripuure;, 4x4 one, at leaſt, or more 
of thoſe Authors, who have beſt treated apon each, and every 
of thoſe Points, W HY.REAS ALSO fer the ſupply of that 
Want, Men of Parts and addicted 10 Study, will hardl, be in- 
duced to leave the Expett ations they may hawe of better  Encous 
ragement 
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ragement and Inprovement in their Native Country,to go to re- 
wote Parts -and Climates leſs agreeable, without ſuch Advan- 
tages, as will over-balance all Conſiderations inclining *em- to 
ſtay at home ; and, eſpecially, not without a competent Provi- 
ſion of fuch Baoks,as are neceſſary for their Studies in thoſe Pl:- 
ces where they are to ſerve : (Few of them that g9 over from 
hence, being able to furniſh themſelves with ſ3 many Books as 
tey {ball need.) AND LASTLY, WHEREAS Inluffici- 
ucy and Scqn'ial inte Clerzy of thoſe places, tn all probability, 
would ve,moſt ſucceſsfully prevented both ia this and future Ages, 
{boald every Parachial Miniſter tt the Plantation have a ſufit- 
cient Library of well-choſea Books, of a!l thoſe kinds beſore-mens 
tioned,in which he mig!4t ſpend vis time to his owa Sattsf action, 
and with Improvement and Profit to himſelf and others. 

TO PROMOTE THEREFORE /o Bleſſed and NoV!: 
a» End,: as the Propagation of Chriſtian Kpowleage is 
thoſe Parts ;, and as well to encourage thoſe who are there alrea- 
dy employ d in the Miniſtry; as alſo to invite over 0:her able 
Miniſters. and to furniſh both, with proper Means for 2:cow:- 
pliſhing ſo good a Work, IT IS HUMBLY offered to all 
that are hearty IWell-wiſhers to the Souls of Men, and the Ho- 
nour of their Saviour, ta conſider, and as they ſhall ſee Cauſe, 
to favour theſe Propoſals followings. 

1. THAT a Draught having been maae of what particular 
Bovks ar? juds*d moſt immediately and neceſſarily Uſeful, for a 
Payochial \4:x:iſter wherewith he may be ſufficiently enabled both 
*o. tmform hi;aſelf, and to Inſtratt others, in all the Neceſſary 
and Eſſential parts of Chriſtianity; ſo many of ſuch Libraries 
be ſent for that purpoſe, one to each Pariſh in the Foreign Plan- 
tations, particularly thoſe of Mary-Land, and farther as the 
Fund to beraiſed ſhall enable. 

2. THAT every Parochial Library ſhall be Afaxed in a 
decent and large Room of the Parſonage-Houſe of ſuch Pariſh, 
there to remain to the ſole Uſe of the Miniſter thereof for the 
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time being, u#0 all future Generations, and to be as UNA- 
LIENABLE as any other the Rights and Dues of the Charch, 
which are Afcertained by Eaw. : 

3. THAT 7» Orger to the Preſervation of every ſuch Li- 
brary to ſucceeding Ages without loſs(as far as can be Humane 
ly provided in any —_ of that kind) there be made an exatt 
Catalogue of the Books belonging to the'Eibrary of each-Pariſh; 
and that every ſuch Catalogue be fairly wtitten in four Books of 
Vellum provided for that purpoſe : 'The firſt whereof to be left 
with the Lord Biſhop of London for the time being; a ſecond 
with his Commiſſary,or ſome chief Clergy-man in everyif thoſe 
Plantations where ſuch Libraries are provided; and a third to 
remain in the reſpect ive Libraries themſelves; and a fourth ta 
be depeſited in the Veſtry of each of the ſaid Pariſhes. 

4. THAT the COMMISSARY be obliged, at leaſt onte 
in three Years, Perſonally to make a Parochial Vilitation ; 
And then, beſides the Charge of his Duty in other reſpetts, that 
it be incumbent alſo upon him, particularly to Taſpett the Paro- 
chial Libraries, az to ſee that none of the Books be imbezelÞd 
or loſt : 4d that the Church-Wardens of each Pariſh be atfo 
obliged,every Tear, before the Viſitation, to inform themſelves 
in what Condition the ſaid Books are, and to Preſent according- 
ly at the Viſitation. 

5. THAT for further Security to preſerve them from Loſs 
and Imbezelment, and that they may b! known where-ever they 
they are founa; in every Boot, on the one ſide of the \Cover, 
ball be Letterd theſe Words, SUB AUSPICIIS WIELLI- 
ELMI IL. oz the other fide the Name of the Pariſh to which 
theſe Books av belong : EX GR. E. BIBLIOTHECA AN. 
NOPOLITANA:#,BIBLIOTRECA BOSTONIANA. 

6. THAT the Minifter of each Pariſh, his Heirs and 
Adminiſtrators, may ve obliged,py Firtue of an Afb of Aſſembly 

rovided and made for that purpoſe, to make gooa what Books 
(ball be imbexelled or loft by his Fault. | 
[2] MEANS 
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MEANY of obtaining ſuch Þaro- 
chial Libraries. 


I. Hat Application be made to the Nobility, Clerey, 
and Gentry, for their Charitable Contributions to 
fo Pious a Work ; and eſpecially that the Merchants 

and Traders to the Foreion Plantations be earneſtly calÞd up- 

on, as Perſoas principally concern'd, to enrouraze this De- 
fren : It being moſt reaſonable to expeft, that tu Gratitude to 

God, and the Inhabitants of thoſe Plantations, the more 

plentifully they have reaped of their T emporal Things, 

the more liberally they ſhould fow to them in Spiritual 

Things. 

2. That Application be alſo made to ſuch learned Authors 
4s are now living, that they would beſtow ſome of their own 
Books, which ſhall be judged uſifu! to th: Purpoſes aforeſ1i7, 

3. That, for the general Satisfattion of thoſe who ha: e au- 
wanced either in Books or Money to ſo. pious a Deſign, a full 4c- 
count ſhall be publiſhed what Books have been grven, what 
Summs have been obtained, and how the ſame have been laid 
out to the deſigned Ends. 

Laſtly, In Gratitude to the Benefafors towards this Piows 
Deſign, all thoſe whether they be Publick Societies, Com- 
panties, or Private Perſons, who ſhall Contribute any thing 
thereunto, ſhall kbave their Names and refpettive Summs ; 
And the Authors ſhatl have the Numbers of Books given by 
them, tranſmitted to Poſterity, by being Regiſtred in a Book 
kept for that purpoſe in each of the Libraries, 

We 
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We look upon this Deſign, as what will very much 
tend to propagate Chriſtian Knowledge in the nates, 
being it will, inall likelihood, invite ſome of the more 
{tudious and virtuous Perſons out of the Univerſities, to 
undertake the Miniſtry in thoſe Parts, and will bea 
means of rendring them uſeful when they are there: And 
theretore as we ourſelves have contribured cheartuily co- 
wards Promoting, of thoſe Parochial Libraries, ſo we 
hope that many Pious Perſons will be tound, who, out 
of Love to Relivion and Learning, will alfo contribute 
thereunto. 


Tho. Cantuar. Fen. Lond. Nar.Dubl:z. 

Jo. Ebor. N'a'. Dunelm, Caſhall, 
MW, Cov. & Litchfield, Offery. 
Tho. Carliſle, 


Crilb, Sarum, 
Humph. Bangor. 
Edam. Worceſter. 
Sy. Elren(ts. 
Gilb. Hereford. 
Jo. Norwich, 
Edw, (Glouceſter, 
Jo. Chiceſter, 


Y tlie Foregoing View, it may partly appear, what Provili- 

on is wanting, in the Plantations to promote Chriſtianity 

and by the Propoſals is ligniff'd one of the moſt effettual Me- 

thods to provide for it, by means of a Studious, Learned, and 

Sober (.lergy: And it is preſum'd, that many may more wil- 

lingly become Aſſiſtants tro the Deſign, when they ſhall under- 

ſtand what 1s already done towards the Promoting of it, And 

ag farther Meaſures are now taken to accompliſh and per- 
tecr It. 


As 
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As to the firſt then, by the BenefaQions of Pions Perſons of 
all Orders and Ranks, there are Two thouſaryl four hundred 
' Pounds wortir of Books ſent into the Plantations, whereby Thir- 
«ty Labrarics have' been already advanc'd, and ſome of them to a 
 canſiderablc Perfection, (one: Decad of which will be ſpeedily 
Printed) -and-a Foundation is alſo laid by ſome few Books, of 79 
Libraries more, which it is hop'd will alſo grow up, now that 
ſo many Prelidents are given, and ſuch worthy Gentlemen have 
been fo kind to take their Share in ſoliciting that Altair, when 
I ſhall be gone, 

And theſe arc the Meaſures by which alone I can hope to have 
-a Deſign fo full of trouble, and of ſuch great Charge, to be ever 
accompliſh'd. As for my own part, I have labour'd in it full four 
Years my ſelf. And ifany thing worth ſo much Fatigue and Ex- 
pence has been done in it, I am to thank God I did not foreſee 
the half of that Fatigue and Expence which would attend it ; for 
if I had, I much doubt whether I ſhould have had the Couraze 
ever to undertake it. But now that ſo many Perſons both of i- 
gure and Character are found, who will put to their Shoulders, 1 
ſhall not doubr, under God, of that ſucceſs which will compenſate 
for the vunduc Reflections which | have ſuffer'd for not going ſo0- 
ner, (and that moſtly from thoſe who did leaſt forward the De- 
1gn for which I go atall) whea my ſtay was iolely to that End, 
that after having lefr no Stone unturn'd to provide other ways 
and means, I might find out ſuch Perſons as are both able, aad 
willing to carry on what 15 yet but begun. 

And now theſe being theG2ntlemen to whom I owe ſo much, 
it is not to be wonder'd that | ſhould pay the greateſt deference 
to their Commands ; andtherefore ſince they think it may be a 
great Encouragement to may, to favour the Deſizn, when 
they ſhall underſtan'l how grateiully and hononrably it has been 
acknowled 7d, even by the General Aſemllres of the Provinces 
abroad, to whoſe uſetheſe Libraries have been ſent, 1 could not 
diſpute a Compliance with their Defires, that I would print the 
Letters of Thanks which I receiv'd from 'the Governor, Conn- 
cil, and Afﬀembly of 9ary-Land, as atſo from Carolina, vpou 
{that account; and they areas follows, 


Port 
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Port Annopolis:in Mary-Land, 
June the 11th. 1697. 


Reverend Sir, 

E Return you our Pumble Thanks for | the Libra- 

ries we underſtand you are takins Care to Collett 

for us, which we are ſex(i2le will be the beſt Inducement to 

Pious and Sober Miniſters to come, and live amzone ſt us : 

An1 will be the Cauſe of ſuch Education to be given, both ta 

our own People, and Native Inatans, as will bejt promote the 
Intereſt of Relizion, and Morality in this Province. 

We hope our preſent Incapacity of making ſuch Grateful 
Returns as we ought for fo great Favours, will be wo Hindes« 
rance, or Impeatiment, to your good Reſolutions of coming to 
us, And, when God enables us, we {ball zot fail to expreſs our 
Gratitude, to the beſt of our Ability. We have not any Thing 
at preſent to aſſure you of, other than the Commiſſary”s Office ; 
which, in Concurrence with his Excellency, our Governour, 
we have defir'd and pray'd may be appropriated to you. Bat 
are not without Hopes, that in a ſmall time ſome favourable 
Opportunity will offer it. ſelf, whereby we may farther teſtify our 
I*alne of your great Merit. 

\ & - 


Your oblig*'d humble Servants, 


Thomas L aurence, Secretary, in behalf of 
His Majeſty's Council. 


Kenclm Cheſeldyn, Speaker, in Behalf of 
the Houſe of Delegates. 


For the Reverend Dr. Bray, at 


the Lora Almoner's Lodings, 
Whatehal. 


Charles- 


Þ 


Charles-Town in South Carolina 
November the 25th. 1698. 


Reverend Sir, 
AP, 7 E eſteem our ſelves ſo much oblig*d to you for the kind 


and penerous Preſent of ſo conſiderable a part of our 
Publick Library , that we thoughts we could not expreſs our 
ſenſe of your Favours ſo properly any other way, as by thus 
returning you our hearty, and united Thanks, as we are the 
Gereral 4 fſemblp for this Province of Carolina, Sir, we 
hope tt will be of General Good to us, as we are well aſſured it 
was your deſign it ſhould; and we cannot but now think it our 
Duty, to make it our Endeavours to encourage Relizion and 
Learning amoneſt us, according to the beſt of our Ability, ſee- 
ing that your ſelf (though 4 Stranger) have been ſo kind and 
generous, as to ſet the firſt ſtep towards the promotion of ſo 


(rood and Neceſſary a Work. 


Reverend Sir, 
Your moſt Humble and Oblig'd 
Servants, 


In behalf of the Council, 
FJolcpy Blake, Governor, 


In behalf of the Commons, 


Jonathan Jmozy, Speaker. 


To the Reverend Dr. Thomas Bray, 
at my Lord Almoner's Lode ings, 
a: Whitehal, London, 


Dan. 
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DAN. XII 3. 


T hey that be wiſe ſhall ſhine as the bright. 
neſs of the Firmament, and they that 
turn many to Righteouſneſs, as the 
Stars for ever and ever. 


HIS,and the two preceding Verſes are a Pro- 
phecy of the future State of the Church, at 
the two great Advents of our Saviour to it. 
In the firff Verſe is foretold, what dreadful 
Diſtreſſes and Difficulties it ſhould ſtruggle with. In the 
ſecond and third,are declar'd, what inexprefſible Rewards 
will Crown the Labours of Chriſt's Faithful Servants, 
eſpecially of thoſe who have been Inftrumental in the 
Inſtruction and Converſion of Mankind. They that be 
wiſe, or Teachers, or In(tructers, as ſome render it, ſhell 
ine 4s the, &c. In my Enlargement upon which Words, 

I ſhall do theſe four things. 


Firſt, I will ſhew you what is meant by turning many ts 
Righteouſneſs. 

Secondly, Who they are that have, whoſe Duty yet it 75, 
and who may ſtill be [id to turn many ro Righteouſneſs, 

Thirdly, That it will be found one Day the higheſt pitch of 
Wiſdom to have been Tuſtrumental in this BleſſedWork. Be» 


cauſe, 
B 2 Fourthly, 
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Fourthly, and Laſtly, Such ſhall be the moſt gloriouſly 
Rewarded, It is they that ſhall ſhine as the- brightneſs of the 


Firmament, and as the Stars for ever aud ever. 


And, Firſt, I will ſhew what is meant by trains 
many to Righteouſneſs. Now Righteouſneſs, in the [trict- 
elt ſenſe of the Word, does denote only one Verrue 
amonglt the whole train of Chriſtian Graces, namely, 
Juſtice and Equity betwixt Man and Man, But in its 
more comprehenſive Acceptation, ( and ſo it is general- 
ly to be under{tood throughout the Scriptures) it does 
import no leſs than the whole of that Religion, which 
will render us accepted by God, and in which, it we 
be tound, when we come to dic, God will paſs a ta- 
vourable Sentence upon us at the Day oft Judgment. 

And fuch a Righteouſnets, as it 1s now tixt, and 
{fared under the Goſpel, contiſts in this, that in the 
firſt place we Rexonnce the Devil and all his Works, that 
t5, abandon the Service of that Arch-Rebel the Devil, 
and detelt and forſake all his Works of Sin. He having 
himſelt molt ungratctully Revolted trom God, has not 
only carryed whole Legions of tallen Angels into a cur- 
ſed Rebellion againſt their Creator, but has drawn oft 
the far greatelt part ol Mankind into the fame wicked 
Apoſtacy with himſelt; infomuch , that divide the 
whole Earth into thirty Parts, it is computed by $kiltul 
Geographers, that ninetcen of it are Inhabited by Ido- 
laters, that is, Men ignorant of the true God; and in 
eftect Worlhippers ot Devils: Not to fay what Idola- 
trous, and other deſtructive Hereſies he has brought 
into Chriitendom it felt; and even in thoſe Churches 
of Chrilt where God is beit known, the Chriſtian Faith 
the beſt underſtood, and Chriſtianity profeſs'd in its 
oreatelt Purity ; Ir is a ſorrowtul Coglideration, _ 

much 
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much the Works of the Devil, Magick, Sorcery, Ly- 
ing, Perjury, Uncleanneſs, Murder, Rapine, and Vi- 
olence, and indeed, all manner of Wickednels, are con- 
tidently and openly committed and avow'd. And now 
a moſt conſiderable part of that Righteouſneſs we are 
here upon conliſts in this, That we abandon the wick- 
ed Party of Satan's Adherents, either Foreign or Do- 
melſtick ; and that being hited in the Service of the true 
God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoit, we give up our 
ſelves to his Government and Obedience. And this 1s 
that ſo material a part of Righteouſnefs, calPd Repenr- 
tance from dead Works, Heb. vi. 1. 

A ſecond part of this Righteouſneſs :s Faith, thiar 1s, 
the Knowledge and Beliet of God in his Nature and 
Attributes, and a firm practical Belict of Chrilt the 
only Bezotten Son of God, as the great Mcdiator berwixi 
God and Man, who, to that End, having took upon 
Iim our Nature, was Inveited with the threefold Ot- 
nce of a Prophet, to Inſtruct us in the way to be Re- 
conciled to God ; of a Prie/t, to fatishe his Juſtice for 
all our paſt Offences; and of a Xzzz2, to Conduct and 
Govern us; and finally to Reward us tor all our Ser- 
vices. Thisalſo is Life eternal, or another part of that 
Righteouſneſs tor which we ſhall be Rewarded' with 
Lite Eternal, T bus to know thee the oaly true God, and Jeſt: 
Chriſt, whom thou haſt ſent, John xvi. 2. 

A thurd is, to Obey God”s Holy Will and Commandments, 
and to walk in the ſame all the Days of our Life, that is, 
having abandon'd the Service ot Satan, and yielded 
our ſelves-up to the Faith of Chriſt, the Completion of 
our Righteouſneſs will be this, to live the remaining 
part of our Lives to the Honour of God, by paying 
him a faithtul Obedience to all his moſt Juſt and 
Righteous Commands. And Bleſſed re they who do his 

Come 
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Commandments, - for they only ſhall have right to the Tree of 
Life, Rev. XXii. 14. Thus, in ſhort, you ſee the ſtate 
of that Righteouſneſs, upon the account of which we 
ſhall be juſtify'd and ſav'd. 

And now it will be calie to underſtand, what it is 
to Turn many to Righteouſneſs. And in the higheſt and 
molt exalted ſenſe of the Phraſe, it is ro Reduce whole 
Provinces under the Obedience of God. It is to reſcue 
that unhappy part of Mankind, which have for ſo many 
Ages paſt, labour*d under the Tyranny of Satan ; it 1s 
to reduce them to the juſt and happy Government of 
their rightful Lord and Maſter Jetus Chriſt, It is to 
Inſtruct thoſe Dark Corners of the Earth, in which 
the Light of the Goſpel has not yet ſhone, or but very 
.dimly : Itis to enlighten them with a tull and bright 
Knowledge of their Creator, Redeemer, and Sancti- 
fier. Andir is laſtly, to render them obſequious Ser- 
i vants to a jult aad holy God , whoſe Service 1s perfet? 
freedom : It is, I fay, to diveſt them of that Inhumani- 
ty, Savagenels, and Brutaliry, whereby they are Beatts 
of Prey to each other, and to ſtamp upon their Souls 
that lovely Image of God, conlilting in Knowledge, 
Faith, Love, and Purity, whereby they will become 
Angels, nay, Gods, one to another. This is to Tarz 
1:12) to Righteouſneſs, wn the higheſt ſenſe of the Phraſe : 
But in a lower, yet a very noble ſenſe, it is to be any 
ways In{trumental in the In{trution and Converſion 
of any Conſiderable number of Souls in any part of 
the World, as well within the Chriſtian Pale as elſe- 
where: Within the Chriſtian Pale, I ſay, where, God 
knows, there is ſtil] that Ignorance, Profaneneſs, and 
Immorality, which loudly c.:/ for more Labourers into the 
Vineyard, to carry on to Perte:tion the Information and 
Converlion of Chriſtians. And in both theſe Senſes. 

Secondly, 


(15) 

Secondly, Who they are who have heretofore, whoſe Duty 
Jet it is, andwho may {till be ſaid to Turn many to Righteouſ- 
zeſs, is the ſecond thing I propos'd to ſhew you. And 
here weare to conſider, that as the Apoſtacy of Man- 
kind from God began ſoon after the Creation, ſo God 
had his Miniſters trom the very beginning conteſting 
with the Powers of Darknels, and with all poſſible Ap- 
plication reſcuing Mankind out of the S»ares of the De- 
wil, as Abel, Seth, Enos, and Noah, before the Flood ; 
which laſt for his eminent and paintul, though unſuc- 
ceſsful Services in this great Work, was calPd the Prea- 
cher of Righteouſneſs, 2 Per. 11. 5. 

Nordid either the Occaſion for the like Preachers of 
Righteouſneſs ceaſe, even atter the dreadful Deſtruftion 
by an univerſal Deluge ; nor was God afterwards want- 
ring to his own Honour, or the Good of Mankind, in 
lending his Prophets and Prieſts to be Preachers of Riel 
reouſneſs to a wicked World. 7 

It was bur very few Centuries after the Flood, thar 
the whole Earth was again Revolted irom God, and 
overſpread with Wickednefs ; and it was not without a 
conltant Succeſſion of Prieſts and Prophets, as well as of 
Mercies and Deltructions, that the Divine Providence 
did ſecure one only Nation, the Jews, in their Allegi- 
ance to him. And yet even theſe his pecultar People, 
This Holy Nation, in proceſs of Time, had fo corrupted 
themſelves, that heir very Righteouſneſs was as filthy Rags, 
[fai. Ixiv. 6. And both their Principles and Morals wee 
ſo tar debas'd, and the molt demure and preciſe among(t 
them, the Scribes and Phariſees, ſo detective in both, 
that our Saviour told his Diſciples, Except their Riehteouſ- 
weſs ſhould exceed the Righteouſneſs of the Sceribes and. Pha- 
riſces, they (hould in no wiſe enter into the Kjnedom of Heas 
ven, Mat. V. 2C. : 

And . 
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And now when the Defeftion of Mankind from God 
was become fo Univerſal, that it was time for him, ci- 
ther utterly to root out from the face of the Earth,all the 
{nhabirants of it, or he had no other way but by ſome 
Miracle of Mercy to Reformit; Then did the Divine 
Goodneſs, which always enclines him to the moſt Mer- 
citul part, chuſe to ſend an Ambaſſador Extraordinary 
to propole Terms of Reconciliation, and to invite 
Mankind home toGod. Ant acordingly, God, who at 
ſundry Times, and im atvers Manners, ſpake in time pall un- 
to the Fathers by the Prophets, didin theſe laſt Days, ( or in 
thelait great Age of the World) ſpeat unto us by his Son, 
whom he appointed Fletr of all things, by whom alſo he mad: 
ie World, Heb. 1. 1, 2. 

And herc, how without Wonder and Aſtoniſhment, 
can we behold, with what prodigious Zeal, Applica- 
i160, and Indultry the Bleſſed Jelus ſet upon the great 
Work of Retorming Mankind. It was his Mrat and 
Drink to do the Will of bw that feat 11342, and ac:cordinsg- 
ly he continually went about doing Good, both to the Bo- 
dies and Souls of Men. To their Bodies, by Healing 
them of all rhoſe manitold and mighty Dittempers that 
had then invaded them : To their Souls, by Curing 
them of thole molt tatal Maladies of all, their Sins ; to 
rid them of which, was ſo much the main and principal 
Delign of his coming into the World, that trom hence 
he was denominated a Saviour to It; Azd they ſhall call 
is Name Teſus, for he ſhall heal his People from their Sins, 
But the Original cauſe of all their Miſeries, both Bodily 
and Spiritual, proceeding trom the miſchievous Enmity 
of Satan, he did with the ucmolt diligence purſue that 
Rebel, driving him out of the Bodies and Souls of Men ; 
both which he had fo univerſally Uſurp'd, and did at 
+hat time fo cruelly TI yrannize over. | 
And 
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And that he might at length be utterly diſpoſſeſs'd 
of all his Dominion, and that no Corner of the Earth 
might be left him to exerciſe his Tyranny upon, when 
the Blefſed Fefus was leaving the World hmnfelt, in 
purſuance of that Power which was amen t0 his £44 
Heaven, and on Farth, he Commifhon'd his Apoltles 
ro proſecute the elorious O_—_ over the Devil, and 
alt his Works, which he ha begun, c mmanding them 
to go, and diſciple all Nations, Baptizrag them in tne 
Name. of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt, and Teaching them to obſerve all thimss whatſoever he 
had commande1 them, promiſizg to be with them always, even 
waro the end of the World, Matt. xxviii. 18, 19, 20, And 
{0 faithful were they in the Execution of their Truft, 
that they ſoon diſpers'd themfelves into the utmoRt parts 
of the Univerſe, fo that not an Age had part, till cher 
Sond went into all the Frth, and therr Words nnto the Ends 
of the World, Rom. x. x8. And thus you fee who they 
are that have heretofore Twrw'd meny to Righteonſmefs. 

But who thoſe are, whoſe Drnty yet it is, and who way 
ſtill be ſaid to os the ſame, remains to be conlider*d, and 
may God enable us ro find them our. 

And, Firft, This is a Work incumbent upon every 
Chriſtian Church and Nation ; but ought to be ehe 
Concern and Care of none more than ours, and can ne- 
ver be more feafonably ſet upon than at ſuch a juncture 
as this, I ſay, ro conſider. and affiſt in the beſt Met 
thods of Turniz9 m7 any t9 Rizhteouſneſs, ought to be the 
Care and Concern of every Chriſtian C Murch and Na 
tion ; and this out of a grateful Return for that Bleſſed 
Light of the Goſpel which has ſhone amongſt then, by 
which Chriſtians are, or may be, (it the fuffer theme 
ſcives to be regulated by the Rules of Chrittiamty, 

which fo dire&ly tend to m—_— both private Pero, 

and 
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and publick Societies happy) by which Chriſtians may 
be, I fay, fo much diſtinguiſh'd from the deplorable 
State of thoſe Barbarous and Savage Nations, where Ig- 
norance of the True God and Religion over{preads their 
Country, Nothing more naturally diffuſes its ſelf than 
Light, and how prodigioully ungratetul would it be for 
a People themſelves cnlighten'd, not to {pread that to all 
Mankind which was given them to {hew others, as well 
as themlelves, the Way to God, and their Happ:nels ! 

But eſpecially this is a Care and Concern incumbent 
upon ſuch a Church and Nation as ours. A Church {vo 
' pure 1a 1ts Doctrine, and fo Heavenly in its Worſhip, 
as in that reſpect is the ficteit in the World to be the Mo- 
del to the New Acquiſitions which ſhall be gain'd to 
rhe Church of Chriſt. But, alas, that it ſhould be ever 
{aid, that another Church, whole Religion is. ſo ſadly 
corrupted by Pagaziſh Superltitions, ſhould yet be ten 
thouſand times more Zealous, in baniſhing Infidelity 
and Paganiſm out of the World than ours is!. 

And itis a Work in Gratitude due from fuch a Na- 
tion as.this: A Nation ſo enricl'd by the Commerce and 
Commodities of fo many Barbarous and Pagan Coun- 
tries. Surely, ſince we have in ſo plentiful a manner been 
made partakers of their Carnal Things, it is our Duty alſo to 
Miniſter to them in Spiritual Things. 

And ſucha Work ſurely can never be more Seaſonably 
promoted by any Church or Nation, than at ſuch a jun- 
Qture as thin What has made up lo great a part of our 
Devotions, for ſome Years pait, as our Thankſgivings 
for the little leſs than Miraculous Deliverances we have 
receiv'd, in the Preſervation of our Religion and Li- 
berties ? 

And when, had this. our Preſervation fo glorious a 
Completion, as at this rime ? and ſo folemn.an Acknow- 
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izdgmentpaid to Heaven for it, as lately in. this Place ? 
But what tulſome Hipocrifie would it be to thank God 
with ſuch ſeeming Devotion, for the Preſervation of a 
Religion we donot in the lealt Value? Or, How can we. 
be thought to Value it at all, it when it 1s in our Power 
to extend the Chriſtian Pale fo far as we may, and to the 
bringing into it ſo many Thouſand Souls, over whom 
we have an abſolute Dominion, ſhould we yet take no 
Care about it? 

Secondly, Thoſe whoſe Duty it is in a more peculiar 
Manner than others, to Tarn many to Righteouſne(s, are 
the Miniſters of Religion; Ifay, ina more peculiar Man- 
er than others; tor weare not only ordained and ſepa- 
rated for this Work, but the Inltrufting, Inlighraing, 
and Intorming ot the World, which is the Foundation 
of all Righteoutnels, 1s peculiarly the Paſtors Province. 
I do call the inſtilling of Divine Knowledge into the 
Minds of Men, the Foxzdation of all Relizion : For why ? 
Knowledge of the true Nature of God, and of all the 
parts ol that Religion which is to be paid him, is a ne- 
celſary Guide and Director to all Vertuous and Religi- 
ous Practice, it being the ſame thing to the Soul, as the 
Eye is to the Bodly, Nor is Divine Knowledge neceſſa- 
ry to Mens living Vertuoully, only as it isa Guide and 
Director to us ſo to live, bur it is requiſite alſo, as it is 
the Principle and Reaſon whereon all vertuous and wor- 
thy Deeds are to be founded ; infomuch, that a thing 
which is otherwile well done, it it be not done kzowngty, 
but 1gnorantly, will not be imputed by God, nor Man, 
48 a vertuous and laudable Action. Nay, the chicieitof 
all Divine Graces, 1t it be not acted out of a through 
Knowledge of the Nature of God, and of true Religion, 
will e'ea become, for want thereof, the Blackelit of all 
Sins : as Azali, when not guided by. Knowledge, will 
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eafily be tranſported to Cruelry and Murch@®s What 
ſhall I fay ? The want of throughly underſtanding the 
true Nature of God, and the Nature and Deſign ot the 
ChriſtianReligion,is the onlyCauſe of all thatSuperitition 
which is in the Wortd ; of Superſtition, I fay, than which 
there is not a more grievous Malady that can poſſibly 
infett rhe Souls of Men, fo as to render them more trou- 
dleiome to themſelves, more miſchievous ty the publick 
Good and Weltare of the Church, and to att more 
diſhonourably and provoking to God. In ſhort, it is 
Tonorance which is the Natural Parent of chat Arheifm 
and Infidelity fo rite amongit Men ; and indeed, not: 
only of that, but of all other Vices and Wickednefſe; 
whatſoever.. 


And now 1t is the great Duty of the Miniſters of Re- 
ligion, to remove from the Minds of Men that Tgno- 
rance of Divine Things, which is the cauſe of all rheir 
Mrſcarriages; and to 1nſtill into them thoie Doctrines 
and Religious Principles which are the Fountain of all 
their farther Righteouſneſs. This we are to attend 
upon, by Carerhifing, and Preaching, and Conference, and 
whatever Methods can be thought moſt ſucceſstul and 
eFectual in the Inſtruction of Mankind ; and thoſe who 
ſhall beſt inſtru their People, ſhall moſt eFeRtually 
Turi many to Riohteonſneſs : And therelore, 


Thirdly, Thoſe Perfons will be reputed to have no 
tmal! thace tn this Blefſed Work, who have put the Mi- 
nilters of God in a Capacity of fo in{trutting his People, 
by making a proviſion for the Acquiſition, Maintenance, 
and Propagation of Chriftian Knowledge. Such are 
thofe who have beea the Founders of Churches, Schoois, 
Colleges,and { zbranes. And here,not to ſpeak ofthe [5x- 

cellency 
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cellency of ſuck Charities,-which dire&ly tend to the E- 

verlaſting Happineſs ofthe Souls of Men,and whichmutt 

beas far beyond what terminate only on this Mortal Life, 

as the Soul is-more Excellent than the Body; and as an 

Eternal is to be preferred to: a Temporal Felicity. Bur 

not to infiſt on this : "The Advantage. of being thus In-- 
ftrumental in T»r-t20 many to Righteouſneſs lies here ;, 
Thar it is not only in the preſent Generation, that ſuch 

are thus ſerviceable to the Souls of Men, but in all Ages. 
to come, and when they ſhall be long dead, they will 

yet ſpeak, and fo ſpeak as to havea Share in all the Con- 

verſions, which ſhall be made by Vertue, and through 

the Aſſittance of that Srock which they. have laid up ter 

the promoting of Religion and Learning, 


Andefpecially, the Erecting of Libraries of neceſſary 
and uſeful Books in :vinity, 150f alt others a neceſſary 
Proviſion for the Propagation of Chriſtan Knowledge. 
For why ? The Prieſts Lips ſhould preſc7ve Knowledge, be- 
caufe the People are tor ſors the Law at bis Moath, Mal. 11.7. 
And the Meaſures of Knowledge a Minifter is to be 
Maſter of, mult be necetjarily ſich as ſhall enable him 
to give his Reople an eatire view of the whole Scheme 
of Chriſtian Doctrine in thar Connexion, whereia one 
part of it depends upon another, and for want of which, 
the Generality of Chriſtians are fo 1gnoraat of the true 
Nature and Deſign of Cliriſtianity. Farther, a Paſtor 
muſt rhroughly underfrand the Nature, 'Terms, 2nd 
Contd:tions of the Covenant of Grace, and the Nature 
of ChrifPs Mediation, through which it was obtain'c. 
More particularly yet, he mult be able clearly to cx- 
vlain, and tuHly to prove each Article of his Chrittian 
Vaith ; many of which not being obvious to our Natural 
Reaſon, but capable of Proof only trom the Scriptures, 

he 
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he mufrbe well -vers'd in the Language, avd Manner 
of Speaking.of the 'Holy Pen-Men, before they can bc 
ſo explain*d and prov'd. And he mult be able to (tate 
exactly the Nature and Extent _ of Chriſtian Duties, 
which Knowledge depending upon a right Underltand- 
int of the Nature, and different Obligations: of all choſe 
many forts of Laws, Natural, Divine, and Humane, 
which regulate and direct our Duties. This is a part of 
Knowledge as extenſive as it is neceſſary, 


All which Premiſes being duly conſider'd, and with- 
al, that we cannot now work Miracles, and that [ſp:- 
ration 15 NO part of our Talent ; but that we are lett to 
the ordinary means of converting the Work ; naeh, 
the Common Meaſures of God's Holy Spirit accompa- 
nying our hard Study : It mult theretore clearly tollow, 
that thoſe Perſons will be reputed to have no ſmall ſhare 
in this Blefled Work, who ſhall lay ſuch a Foundation 
of Chriſtian Knowledge, as without which, humanely 
{peaking, it is not poſſible the Paſtors of Chritt's Church 
ſhouid teed their Fiock with neceſſary Initruction. 


Thirdly, And now I am to ſhew you, That it will be 
found one day the higheſt pitch of Wiſdom to have been taſtra- 
mental in this Bleſſed Work of Turning many 10 Righteonſ- 
neſs. Itis the part of Wiſldom to propole to ir felt a good 
End, and then to purlue it by due and proper Means, 
And proportionably, as the Ind 15 more or lefs excel- 
lent, and the Mcans more or lets adapted tro carry ic on; 
in the ſame degree is a Man's Wildom to be judg'd prea- 
ter or leſs with relation to it, Now here the End ts in- 
comparably excellent, beyond any other that can be 
nam'd, For why ? To Turn many to Righteouſneſs 1s, in 
etc, to couſulr, and that in the lughelt Manner, the 
| ; tlonour 
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Honour and Glory of God, and the greateſt Good and 
Happineſs of Mankind, than which nothing can be 
thought of, more Excellent. To Turn many to are 4 
xeſs, you have alſo ſeen, is to diſpolleſs Satan of an unrigh- 
teous Uſurpation he: has made upon God's Dominion 
over his own Creatures, and it is to reduce them 
under the Government of their Rightful Lord and Ma- 
ſter. And canany thing be more glorious than ſuch ar 
Achievement? And it is lo to rectifie the corrupt and 
finful Nature of Men, and to bring them under the Dire- 
tion of ſuch Laws, as alone can make them happy : 
And what is it to be a BenefaQtor, if this be not ? 

Nor can any Means be more worthy and great, and 
better hited to. the Purpoſes propos'd than thoſe we 
have conlider'd. For let the whole Nation,let the Cler- 
gy, and ſuch as have Wealth and Subltance, fer heartily 
about it, and the Work 1s done. 

'Fhis, in ſhort, is to. be wiſe to Salvation, and alas ! 
what 1s the Wiſdom of this World in compariſon 
with this 2 What an Ideot is David's Fool, who when 
he might make ro himfelf Friends in Heaven of the Mammon 
of Unrighteouſneſs, heaps up to himſelf Riches, not knowing who 
{hall gather them? And who is wholly folicitous to find 
out ſome one, from whom he might call his Lands after his 
own Name, (tondly thinking , that by this means his 
Houſes ſhall continue for ever, and his Dwelling-Places to all 
Generations), When by ſuch Charities to the Souls of Men, 
as have been meationed, he might provide that his Name 
be written 42 the Book of Life, Which brings me to the 
laſt thing propos'd ; and ſhews, that to Turn mary to 
Riphteouſneſs is the higheit Wiſdom, becauſe that, 


Fourthly, Such will be the moſt Gloriouſly rewarded. 
Beſides, the Propoſing of a Good End, and. the Proſe- 
cuting 
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cuting of it by due and proper Means, there is fome- 


thing yet farrher wanting to compleat the Wiftom of 


our ACtions, and that is, to do all in the Proſpet of an 
excellenr Reward. ' And here, as the End, v5z. the 
Glory of God, and the Good of Mankind, is the moſt 


rranſ{cendently Glorious, and the Means propos'd in or- 


der toaccompliſh it, are what do molt become Chriſt:ans 


in their feveral Starions, and according to their ſeveral 


Abilities; ſo the Reward that will crown all this, is 
here in my Text fpoke to be ſuch, as 15 not in the power 


of Words to expreſs a greater. They that are wiſe ſhall 


(hine as the Brightneſs of the Firmament, and they that turn 
any to Righteouſneſs as the Stars for evey and ever. 

And indeed, as of all other Sinners,thoſe will be the moſt 
exquiſitely punift®d, who fhall any ways corrupt and 
deprave the Principles and Manners of Mankind : So of 
all the Righteous Servants of God, thoſe will be exalted 
ro the higkeſt degrees of Glory, who ſhall be molt indu- 
{rious inthe In{truQion and Converſion of Men, 

I ſay of all other Sizners,thofe will be the moſt exquiſitely pn- 
iſh*d ,whoſhall any ways corrupt and deprave the Principles and 
Manners of Mankind. Such as do ſow ill Principles and 


.do any ways difcourage and difcountenance Piety and 


Ve:tue, are ſaid to pat 4 Stnmbling-block, and to te on 
Occaſion to fail in iheir Brother's way, Rom. xiv. 13. 
And wo to that Man (faith our Saviour) by whom the 
Offence cometh: For whoſo ſhall offend one of the met- 
et of thoſe that believe m him, tit were better for him 
that a Milftoar were hanged avont his Neck, aud that he 
wers drowned in the depth of the Sea, Mart. xvii. 6, 7. 
And a moſt emphanical Threatniag this 1s ro all thote 
Wicked Inſtruments of Unrighteouſnels abroad in the 
World, who make it their Buſineſs, and ſeem to be 
intent upon this very thing. Tr is fad enough to have 
one ſelf done or ated wickedly : But wholoever ſhall 

not 
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not only break, tho? it be ore of the lerſt Commandments » 
but ſhall teach Men ſo, he ſhall be called the leaſt in tht 
Kingdom of Heaven, Matr. v. 19. that is, none at all: 
He ſhall be caſt our of it, and puniſh'd as one of thoſe 
who are the greateſt Enemies to it. There is in the 
Words a vaitdeal moreto be underſtood than is exprels'd, 
as is uſual, both in the Sacred Writings, and in profane 
Authors; ſothat the Caſe of thoſe Menis moſt dreadfully 
and deſperately bad, who by protane, atheiſtical, and 
lewd Diſcourſe, or whatever other evi! Communications 
do corrupt good Principles and Manners. But above all 
others, 1t 15a dreadful thing to conſider what will be the 
Doom of thoſe Men, who by wicked Books, ſuch as both 
Atheiſts, Deiſts, Socinians, and Antinomians do now, to 
the Reproach of our Church and Nation, daily publiſh 
amongſt us. It is dreadful, I fay, to conlider what will 
befall ſuch in the End. WhatEvilof this Nature is done 
only by Diſcourſe, is but tranſiently bad, and may 
ruine the Souls only of ſome few of their untortunate 
Companions. But the wicked Principles which are pro- 
pagated by Books are laſting Miſchiets, trom whence, 
as trom a Pandora's Box,fly out thoſe Plagues and Mortal 
Diſeaſes that can never be recalPd, and will ſpread 
Deſtruction and Ruine among(t the Souls of Men to the 
World's End. 

And indeed it is hard to fay, what Meaſures of Re- 
pentance may. be ſufficient for thoſe Men. TheRepentance 
they muſtcometo, or be everlaſtingly and immeaſurably 
Undone, mult be fuch as comes not under the ordinary 
Definitions given rhat great Condition of our Salvation. 
It is not a private Griet and Sorrow, nor barely an 
Amendment for the tuture, will be ſufficient to recon- 
cile ſuch to God. Butas the Diſhonours done to the 
Great Creator, by their means, are never likely to end, 

but 
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but with the World; fo the Repararions to be made for 
thoſe kind of Aﬀronts and Injuries to Chriſt's Kingdom 
mult be by a Recantation as publick and laſting as the 
Nature of the Offence is. And the exacting of ſuch a 
Repentance as this, I mult needs recommend to you, 
wy Brethren, who areentring to day into the Minitry, 
when-ever you are called to rhe Sick Bed of any notori- 
ous Atheiſt or Deiſt whatſoever. And this was the Re- 
ſolution of a very eminent Biſhop of our Church, inthe 
Caſe of one of a conſiderable figure amongit them, after 
he had written his Book de /eritate, You are the Stew- 
ards of the Myliteries of God, fo that you cannot, wich 
Fidelity to your Great Maſter, diſpence the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation tothoſe, who haveerected laſting Bat- 
teries againſt his Kingdom, till they themſelves, by a 
like Publick Recantation, ſhall have pulld them down 
with therrown hands. - So that you lee the very Repen- 
tance of thofe, who ſhall Turz many to Unrighteouſneſs 1s 
a hardaad fearful Diſcipline. And what then? How 
much beyond thecommon Meaſures will the puniſhment 
of thofe amongit them be, who ſhall remain Impeni- 
tent ?- And indeed iris but reaſonable to believe, that - 
the Caſe will be vaſtly difterent betwixt rhoſe who have 
only in their own Perſons tranſgreſt the Laws of God, 
and ſuch who make a Party, and fight the DeviPs Battels 
againſt Him. Theſe: Men mult be ſuppoſed to be firſt 
at perfect Enmity with Him, and their whole Nature 
muſt beenvenom'd againit Him; and therefore it can- 
not be expeQed but that the Fary of his Wrath, and the 
very Drees of his Anger will be: poured out againſt ſuch, 
And now, ifof all other Sinners thoſe will be the moſt 
exquiſitely puniſh?d, who ſhall any ways corrupt and 
deprave the Principlesand Manners of Mankind; then, 
dy parity of Reaſon, of all the Righteous Servants of Thy: 
thoſe 
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thoſe will be exalted to the higheſt deorees of Glory, who ſhall be 
moſt induſtrious in the Inftruttion and ContÞrfion of Men ; 
or ſhall lay the Foundation of Chriſtian Kpowledge, or Contri- 
bute toward the Promoting of it, For this we need no 0- 
ther Teſtimony than that remarkable place of St. James, 
V. 20. Kyow, that he which converteth a Sinner from the 
Error of his Ways, ſhall ſawe a Soul from Death, and ſhall 
cover a Multitude of Sins, Theſe Words ſpeak ſuch a 
Regard to the Charitable Endeavours of thoſe. who: do 
any ways promote, or do Labour in the InſtruQtion and 
Converſion of Sinners, that through the Merits and 
Satisfation of Chriſt, (by which only it is that God 
becomes propitious to our belt Performances) this kind 
of Charity will be had in no mean Conſideration when 
God ſhall take Cognizance of our Sins and Failures. 
And it the Converting of one Sinner ſhall be fo confi- 
der'd, what Glories will await thoſe who Turn many to 
Righteouſneſs ? I cannot poſſibly expreſs them in any 
higher Words than thoſe of my Text, in which alone 
there is a force and luttre, like to the Rewards them- 

ſelves which they beſpeak. 
And proportionably as the Aſſiſtances given to Turn 
may to Righteouſneſs ſhall be molt extenſive and laſting ; 
in the ſame meaſure we mult ſuppoſe the degrees of 
Glory will be alotted to ſuch Piety. And therefore, 
ſince, next to what the Apoſtles did by their perſonal 
Labours, and in{pu'd Writings, to Convert Mankind 
to God, ſcarcely any thing can be thought of a more 
dire& and immediate Tendency ra the ſame Glorious 
and Bleſed End, than to lay up thoſe Magazines of 
Chrittian Knowledge on the Contfines of Satan's King- 
dom, out of which tie Miniſters of God's Word may 
be conſtantly ſupply*d, both with the Food of Souls, and 
with that Spiritual Armour wherewith they may carry 
C 2 on 
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on the War with Succels, ſo as at length to drive that 
Arch-Rebel eut ot thoſe vait Territories he now poſſeſſes: 
K will therefore follow, that thoſe. pious Perſons will 
moſt efe&ually conſult their future Happineſs, and 
provide belt tor an Exalted Glory,who ſhall expend moit 
infixing Libraries of neceſſary and uſeful Books in Divi- 
nity,in order to the InſtruRion both'of Miniſter and Pco- 
ple. 'Such indeed cannot be ſaid, by fo doing, to ha- 
zard their Perſons.1n the Converting of Mankind, and 
ſo may not be entitled thereby w rhe Reward of Martyrs 
and Cozteflors. But however, they may be much more 
n{trumental in 7 wwains| m4: /70 Rizhteeaſneſs, even-rhan 
thoic who actrally labour in the Work it ſelf; becauſe 
Lal, In eftect, it will be. they who ſhall Preach, Cate- 
coizr, and 2:/7uck 150ſe Parts of the World, as well in 
furure, as.1n tie preſent Age. Ir 1s they will be the 
Fountain, we thall be only the Conduit-Pipes through 
which the Waters of Lite will be convey*d- to the Peo- 
ple: And theretorc, except we thall beltir our ſelves 
very much, they will far out-{trip us .1n the purſuic of 
Fternal Gly WY. 

fn ſhort, I'hvle who ſhall make fuch a laiting Proviſion 
fur the Inftruction and Converfi»n of any conſiderable 
Pet of WManxind, mav, in ſo doinz, be ver; y well look*d 
DON as a lort Of Av3/Hl:s ro thoſe. Parts uf the Works. 
And it io, we nay conclude a greataeat concerning the 
Degrces ot Gi, 1 woerewith ſuch ſhall D2 recompe 2nd 
troin that + 014 ot our Say;our 22 Nis Apottles, Matt. 
"77, 8? | , T iſs: 1,270 V9, gy Ze 294 Of 1 _ 
fha!l fir on 1he 5 urme of is Glory, ye 3/49 ſp. {1 Fr on '{ were 
TViro: ws, judy 97 ” 1 welve Iris sC of: / Yatt :- POL cho? \V 2 
&7& NOR TO CON; iude from theſe Words, that any belids 
the Pacive tht be exalred ro rhe highs! EZreEs Of 
Haipo.ugl, Yer irom ſwnce we inav civatt, 
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proportionably as: perſons ſhall approach neareſt to the 
Apoſtles in Evangelizing Mankind, they ſhall be placed 
nearer and nearer to them upon the ſeveral Aſcents, to 
the higheſt Stations in the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Not that I would leſſen the Hopes of Glory to you, 
x Brethren, who ſhall labour in this Great and Glorious 
Work, of Garmizg Souls to God, No, but rather give me 
leave, with the great Apoltle to the Gentiles, Row. xi. 
IJ, #0 magnifie FO you your Office, who arcentring ro day 
upon the Sacred Miniſtry, and ſome of you in order to 
a Bleſſed Miſſion. And you have this Advantage of 
all other Protefſions of Men, that whereas others, by a 
due diſcharge of the Duties of their proper Calling, can 
only become Righteous themſelves, you, in the due 
Exerciſe of your Miniltry,will Turn manyto Righteouſneſs ; 
fo that whulit other Chriſtians can expect only the com- 
mon Rewards tor well-doing, you may promife your 
ſelves, upon the Pertormance even of the ordinary Du- 
ties of your Function, to be extraordinary recompenc'd. 
And the Reaſon 1s this, becauſe the Good that you will 
do is doubly and trebly beneficial; for youwill not only 
contult thereby your own Happineſs , but will render 
your ſelves Benetactors tro Mankind, and what is above 
all, will enlarge the Bounds of Chrilt's Kingdom. 

I fav you will render your ſelves Benefattors to Man- 
kind. Four why ? the Rehgion you are to propagate and 
Promote, is of fuch a Nature and Tendency, that were 
it heartily embrac'd, the mott Wild and Savage of Men 
would become Innocent, Kind,and Sociable to one ano- 
ther ; they wonld not hurt nor deſtroy in all the Holy 
Mountiin. And it 1s prophecy'd, that this will be rhe 
Eriiirs of Chrittianity, when zhe Earth ſhall be full of tre 
A #19 {tire of thn / Or, Tic, Xt. (). And YOUu- will alto, by 4 
diligcer Apphoiton to the Duries of your proper Cal- 

ing, 
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ling, pull dowa the Kingdom of Satan, and-enlarge the 
Bounds of Chris Kingdom, or at leaft-wiſe encreafe 
the Number of his faithful Subjects. | 

This wil indeed engage you in great Conflits with 
the Powers of Darknets and the Difficulties and Oppo- 
ſitions they and their Agents, the wicked Men of the 
World, ſhall give you, will call forth all your Courage 
and Prudence co relitt. But the greater are the Dangers 
and Difficulties, the morenoble 1s rhe Vertue; and the 
greater the Vertue, the more glorious will be the 
Reward, 

And therefore I cannot forbear to bleſs that Provi- 
dence which calls both you and me into the Service of 
thoſe darker parts of the Church, where we ſhall have 
occaſion to do more Good than here we could be able, 
to conteſt with greater Difhculties, and thereby to en- 
title our ſelves to the chiefelt Rewards. For as bad as 
it is to be Ambitious after Earthly Honours, it is nobly 
Vertuous, and Chrittian-like, an Emulation to excel in 
the Favour of God, and in thoſe Stations of Glory which 
he will beſtow upon ſuch as ſhall exert themſelves in his 
Service. And to be inſtrumental # brineimg Light to 
them that fit in Darkneſs, and in the Shadow of Death, whe- 
ther we conſider the\ Service, or the Recompence, has 
enough in it to ſatisftie the moſt pious Ambition. 

Toconclude therefore in the Words of St. Pa/, 1 Tim. 
vi. 12, Fight the good Fight of Faith, that is, maintain 
and propagate the Goſpel againſt all Oppdlirion, and live 
according to it; /ay hold on Eternal Life,nay, ſtriverto excel 
in thoſe Achievements that ſhall entitle you to the chiet- 
e({t Glories of it ; for this is that whereunto you are called, 
and are now to profeſs this 2ood Profeſſion at an Holy Or- 
dination before many Witneſſes, 


FINTIS. 


A 
Circular Letter 


Clergy of MAR Y-LAND. 


Reverend Brethren, 

N Sincerity 1 ſpeak it, It has been long my 
[ earneſt delire ro come among you, and 
it is, not without very much trouble that I have not 
yet been able to do #. But as my ſtay has been ſolely 
in order more Effefually to ſerve you, ſo it will be im 
puted by none who know what I am doing, as a negle&t 
of your Affairs, that I am not yet with you. I am now 
diſpoſing of every thing for my Voyage, which 1 deſign 
to take in Auguſt next, and hope by the Permiſſion of 
God, to be fo early with you m Autumn, that 1 may be 
able to viſu Parochially the greateſt part of the Province 
before Winter. 


1 need not jo much as intimate ts you what Account 
from your reſpeftive (barges will be moſt acceptable to 


me, 
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me, for to my great ( omfort many of you 1 know, and 
I have no doubt of any, but that of your ſelves you are 
mindful of every thing that belongs to your Duty. 1 
do therefore bope to our mutual ScatisfaFtion, I ſhall find 
the Churches all Built, and in as decent Order, as can be 
expetted m ſo ſhort a time from their Foundation. 1 p10- 
miſe my ſelf to ſee your Congregations well frequented, 
God's Service duly performed, and your Flock full of 
ReſpeFs. towards you, and both you, and them in a 
goed » Underſtanding with one another ; the Youth con- 
| ſtantly attending at your ( atechiſing, and your ſelves ne- 
ver failing in that ſo principal a part of your Duty, as 
alſo in the frequent Adminiſtration of the Lord's Supper. 
And 1 doubt not 'but from thoſe worthy Perſons under 
your reſpeFive Cures, who have a juſt reliſh for the things 
of God, I ſhall receive a comfortable Account of your 
Vigilance over them, in viſiting the Sick, in reclaiming 
the Vitious, in inſtrufing the Ignorant, and in reducing 
the Erroneous, eſpecially the Papiſts and Quakers 
which 1 underſtand are numerous among ſt you. 


1 do not expe, my Dear Brethren , that ſucceſs 
fhould 'flow in upon you, more than it has upon my own 
Teak, but ſincere and hearty Endeavours ; I1 am not ſo 
wnacquainted with the Malignity of the World, and the 
Oppoſition from the Kingdom of Darkneſs, as to expett 
at preſent that all we can deſire ſhould 20 on ſmoothly, and 
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according to our beſt Wiſhes, That is a ſtate of things 
which God has not yet ſecn fit to Indulge to bis (burch, 
Which has been ſcarcely known in any Age hitherto, to be 
otherwiſe than Militant. But this we may promiſe our 
ſelves from God's Aſſiſtance, that it is very rare but pro- 
portionably to our Labour, be does bleſs us with ſome ſuc- 
ceſs upon honeſt Minds, and what is wanting in that will 
be matter of Humiliation to our ſelves, and of Reſigna- 
tion to the Holy Will and Pleaſure of God. 


One Advantage indeed may have poſſibly been want- 
ing, which we may both of us enjoy when I come amongſt 
y0u,and that is the benefit of Mutual (ounſel and Ad- 
vice, which you could not hitherto be ſo bappy mn, your Ins 
fant Church not being yet cisposd of into ſuch Diſtrifts 
as are Neceſſary, where any Diſcipline or Order is to 
be maintaind. To contrive this therefore ſhall be one 
of my firſt (ares, when I come into the Province, that 
we may frquently meet to conſult together on the beſt 
Methods to promote Publick Good. 


And fince that as well the Succeſs of our Publick 
Undertakings, as our own Perſonal Comfort, will very 
much depend upon the good Afﬀetion of thoſe committed 
to our Charge, as I do earneſtly recommend it to you to 
approve your ſelves to ail, both by a Zealous ( oncern for 
their trueſt Good, and by a Prudent and Blameleſs Cone 
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verſation among them ; ſo let me deſire you to poſſeſs 
them with this Opinion of my ſelf , That. it is not 
Theirs, but Them, that 1 come. ſo. far to gain, be- 
| ing both to them, and you, /\ | 
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[| | ' Reverend Brethren, 
| I earneſtly defire: ro: Yowr Afﬀectronate 
i be remember'd in, Friend and Servant, 
| your Prayers. (: Thomas Bzay. 
| London, Tune the 
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